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PATHWAY PARTNERS

Judy Turner / College & Career Pathways / 
Business Liaison /Pasadena Educational 
Foundation

Emma Sanchez / Project Director, CTE / 
Pasadena City College

Jan Swinton / Associate Dean, Instruction & 
Workforce Development / Glendale 
Community College

Rick Hodge / Dean / Community Education 
Center / Pasadena City College
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PASADENA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT                                
COLLEGE & CAREER PATHWAYS
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PUSD PATHWAYS Development

Joined :

James Irvine Foundation

ConnectEd Linked Learning Alliance

Ford Motor Company Fund

Initial Goals:

ÅTwo-thirds of PUSD students will be enrolled in a college and career pathway

ÅEach pathway is organized around a major industry sector

ÅA Challenging Academic Component

ÅCareer Technical Education Component

ÅWork Based Learning Component

ÅStudent Support Services

http://fordpas.org/


PUSD has Multiple Pathways, calledAcademies:

John Muir High School Arts, Media and Entertainment (414 students)

Business and Entrepreneurship (347)

Engineering and Environmental Science (314)

Marshall Secondary Information Technology Academy (73)

Pasadena High School Creative Arts Media & Design Academy (303)

(Combined Visual Arts & Design and Graphic 
Communications)

Blair IB School Health Careers Academy (212)

Of the 5,745 students in grades 9-12, a total of 1,663 students are 
enrolled in Academies (28.9%).

Students learn by doing and benefit from real life application of 
skills. 

http://www.pasadena.k12.ca.us/index.php?home=1


The World of Work ςCommunicating Real World 
Business Expectations:

Career Exploration Guest Speakers/Classroom Presentations

Workplace Tours and Student Site Visits

Field Trips/College Tours

Work-based Learning Mock Interviews

Opportunities Job Shadowing
Project Coaching
Project Review/Evaluation

Occupation Experience Internships ςPaid and Unpaid

http://www.pasadena.k12.ca.us/index.php?home=1


Student Achievement Goals

ÅIncrease student scoring

ÅIncrease CAHSEE pass rate

ÅClose achievement gap

ÅIncrease graduation rate

ÅIncrease student demonstration of 21st

Century Skills

Early Results

Å49.9% increase in pathways enrollment

Å28.9% of PUSD students enrolled (1,663)

ÅAll pathways had higher CAHSEE pass rates

ÅGPA is higher in 50% of pathways than school 
population

Å80% of pathways have higher attendance rates

Å60% of pathways have higher graduation rates

http://www.pasadena.k12.ca.us/index.php?home=1


K12 Education & Post Secondary institutions
PCC / Pasadena Center for the Arts/CalTech/Others

Business Organizations /Industry /Labor Unions
60+ Business Partnerships

Mayor & other City and Civic Organizations
Mayors Office / Assemblymember Portantino /                                                                                  
Congressmember Schiff

Community Organizations
After School Organizations
Youth Organizations
Faith Based Organizations

Parent & Student Groups
PTA / Green Club (EES)/HOSA (HC)/Muir Radio Club (AEM)

Workforce & Economic Development Entities
Local Workforce Investment Board
Employment Development Department
City  Economic Development 

Building a Broad-Based Coalition 



PUSD PATHWAYS

Future Goals:

ÅExpand Pathways from 6-10 (9th to 12th grade)

üCulinary Pathway and Public Service Pathway 2011-2012

ÅReduce Dropouts from 23% in 2008 to 11.8% by 2011

ÅExpand enrollment from 1,663 students to 3600+

ÅGrow work based learning partners from 60 to 250+

ÅCreate a sustainable governance model beyond 2013 

http://www.pasadena.k12.ca.us/index.php?home=1


PASADENA CITY COLLEGE                                                                    
TECH PREP
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PUSD and PCChave over 150 articulation agreements to help 
students with college access.

College Access means little if students go out the backdoor 
faster than they come in the front door
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GLENDALE COMMUNITY COLLEGE  & PASADENA CITY COLLEGE

GCC/PCC  CTE  COMMUNITY COLLABORATIVE GRANT  









PASADENA CITY COLLEGE

FIRST YEAR PATHWAYS                                                                 

D. Pathways: K-12, Two-Year, Four-Year, and Community Connections

D1 Create K-12 school pathways programs to engage all PCC feeder
high schools, particularly high schools within the PCC district



PCCCTE credit PATHWAYS

BACKGROUND

Å10 CTE Divisions

Å15 Industry Sectors

Å76 CTE programs

Å700 Certificates awarded

Å569 Associate Degrees awarded

GRANT BASED ACTIVITIES

150 Articulation agreements in 18 feeder 
schools

ÅTech Prep Education

ÅHealth Science Grant

ÅCapacity Building for Nursing program

ÅMultimedia Entertainment CTE Hub

ÅPCC/GCC Community Collaborative

ÅCenter for Applied Biotechnology

http://www.statewidepathways.org/index.html


JOINT PUSD/ PCCINITIATIVES

ÅEnglish  Curriculum Alignment  
Math Curriculum Alignment

ÅPUSD to PCC Cohorts

ÅGuaranteed Seats / College Bound 
& College Ready

ÅSTEM Cohorts 

ÅPUSD / PCC / CSU Los Angeles 
Collaboration

http://www.pasadena.k12.ca.us/index.php?home=1


Jay Cho and his colleagues are concerned about Pasadena City College's basic skills 
math students.

80% of new students at Pasadena City College place into basic skills math

40% of them receive D, F, or withdraw

Only 15% of all students who place into pre-algebra successfully complete the basic 
skills math sequence



Jay and Ann used the Faculty Inquiry Groupto transform their            
pre-algebra courses. They developed Student Learning Outcomes 
and a rubric, identified key concepts for each unit, and created 
activities that help their students apply the concepts to the world 
beyond the classroom.

COHORTS @ PCC



The English Division has designed Basic Skills cohorts  that 
group courses together in learning communities

Eng 100 cohort 
Eng 400 cohort

They also have Supplemental Instruction in the Writing 
Center:

COHORTSIN ENGLISH



The Language Division has designed an ESL Center to provide 
course-related assistance in an interactive study environment 
which supports ESL students in their language development 
and facilitates independent learning with the aim of 
improving student retention and success. 

"What are students 

saying about the ESL 

Center?" 
http://www.pasadena.edu/divisio

ns/language/eslcenter/

http://www.pasadena.edu/divisions/language/eslcenter/
http://www.pasadena.edu/divisions/language/eslcenter/


PASADENA CITY COLLEGE

COMMUNITY EDUCATION CENTER     



The Community Education Center , non-credit division created:
Student Success Initiative
Student Success Council
Student Success Center



Four Certificate Progression

Pathways Certificate

Personal Certificate

Academic Certificate

Workplace Certificate

1

2

3

4

Student Success Coordinator

CEC Student Connection & Affirmation

Center Customer Support/Info Booth

Student Volunteers

Marketing Programs

Non-Credit/Credit Transition

Division Articulation 

Advanced Placement

Pathway Advisor 

Pathway Planning

Career/Job Referrals

Student Success Workshops/Events

Student Success Certifications

Student Retention Specialist

Persistence/Retention

First Year Interventions

Early Alert System

Personal Barriers, Attendance, Behavior

FacultyðClassroom Support/Best Practices

Academic Learning

Specialist

Academic Improvement/Coaching

Student Preparation/Life Management Skills 

Learning Engagement

Classroom Resources for Student Learning



CEC/PCC Pathways

Skills   Careers  Jobs


